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Mutually Supportive Implementation of the Nagoya Protocol
and the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for
Food and Agriculture
Bioversity International, the UNDP-GEF Project “Strengthening human resources, legal frameworks, and
institutional capacities to implement the Nagoya Protocol” (Global ABS Project) and the Secretariat of
the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture (ITPGRFA) co-organized a
workshop in FAO, Rome, 21-23 November 2017 with the title “Mutually Supportive Implementation of the
Nagoya Protocol and the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture”.

Participants
The workshop brought together the national coordinators of UNDP’s ‘Global ABS Project’ (which supports
implementation of the Nagoya Protocol), with competent authorities, from the same countries, who are
responsible for the implementation of the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and
Agriculture (ITPGRFA). As such, there were participants responsible for Nagoya Protocol and ITPGRFA
implementation from Sudan, Seychelles, Jordan, Egypt, Seychelles, Comoros, Myanmar, Lebanon and
Kazakhstan. In addition, there were experts resource persons from the Global ABS Project, Bioversity
International, ICARDA, the Secretariat of the ITPGRFA, and governmental agencies responsible for
implementing the Nagoya Protocol or the ITPGRFA in Uganda, Rwanda and Madagascar. The CGIAR
Genebank Platform and CGIAR Research Program on Climate Change, Agriculture and Food Security
provided support for the meeting.
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Background and objectives
The coming into force of the Nagoya Protocol on Access and Benefit-Sharing in October 2014 under
the framework of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) initiated renewed efforts to develop
and implement access and benefit sharing mechanisms at the national level. At the same time, many
countries are also working to develop policies and processes to implement the multilateral system of
access and benefit-sharing (multilateral system) created by the ITPGRFA. Legislative, administrative or
policy measures to implement both instruments need to be consistent and mutually supportive. So far,
in a number of countries, implementation efforts have been challenged by uncertainties about how to
address the interface between these systems. Against this background, the workshop’s overall objective
was to promote practical mechanisms to implement the ITPGRFA’s multilateral and Nagoya Protocol
within countries in mutually supportive ways. More specifically, the workshop aimed to:
1. Raise awareness about the multilateral system of access and benefit-sharing of the ITPGRFA among
partners of the Global ABS Project.
2. Build links between national focal points for both the Nagoya Protocol and the ITPGRFA from each
participating country.
3. Establish a network or virtually-connected community of practice of interested partners for further
work on this issue under framework of the Global ABS Project
4. Identify and analyze the challenges (and what is not challenging) in terms of implementing the two
agreements within countries in mutually supportive ways.
5. Equip participants with tools to help analyze ‘real life’ scenarios where mutually supportive
implementation of the ITPGRFA and Nagoya Protocol is important.
6. Provide feedback to the organizers on the kinds of support countries need to implement the two
agreements in mutually supportive ways.
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Topics covered
Setting the scene: The CBD’s Nagoya Protocol, the ITPGRFA’s multilateral system, the
imperative of mutual supportiveness
The first session of the workshop was dedicated to building-up a common understanding of the
ITPGRFA, including the rational for its development and the functioning of the multilateral system.
Members of the ITPGRFA Secretariat led the workshop participants through a guided tour of FAO,
introducing participants to some of the building’s most emblematic meeting rooms. During the tour,
members of the Secretariat provided short overviews of the status of the implementation of different
components of the ITPGRFA including farmer’s rights, sustainable use of PGRFA, the multilateral system
of access and benefit-sharing (including the administration of the international benefit sharing fund), and
the global information system. Through presentations followed by group discussions, the participants
were also introduced to the rational of the Nagoya Protocol, and why its implementation in mutually
supportive manner with the ITPGRFA is important. In this context, the meeting focused in particular
on how climate change is creating challenges for agricultural production systems, and why mutually
supportive implementation of the two instruments is essential to allow national programs to get access
and share plant genetic resources that allow them to climate changes and ensure food security.

Current state of national level implementation: mutually supportive and otherwise
In the second session of the workshop, representatives from the countries involved in the ABS Global
Project made presentations covering the following topics in relation to their countries:
•

Existing ABS legislation, and other implementation mechanisms under the CBD and the ITPGRFA.

•

The state of collaboration between governmental agencies responsible for implementation of both
agreements

•

Main challenges faced in relation to implementing the Nagoya Protocol and the multilateral system in
mutually supportive ways.

Expert resource persons from Benin, Uganda, Rwanda and Madagascar made presentations concerning
each of their own country’s experiences to implement the two agreements, building bridges and synergies
between them.
In this session, participants had the opportunity to learn from each other’s experiences and identify
common gaps and challenges in collaboration and mutual support among agencies in charge of
implementing the ITPGRFA and agencies in charge of implementing the CBD and the Nagoya Protocol.

Dealing with grey areas
In the third session, the participants were divided into small groups to work on hypothetical case studies
in which policy formulation, implementation and coordination in relation to ABS issues required to
consider both the ITPGRFA and the CBD/Nagoya Protocol. The participants compared and discussed
the results of their small group analysis. Expert resource persons provided guidance where the small
groups raised questions. The resource persons also introduced published background materials,
decision-making tools and fact sheets for the participants to use in the future when faced with similar
sorts of ‘real life’ scenarios in their daily work.
Furthermore, the participants contributed to development of such practical resource materials. Their
analyses and ‘answers’ to four of the practical exercises they worked through will be used to develop
additional ‘scenario sheets’ to be included in the publication “Mutually supportive implementation of the
Plant Treaty and the Nagoya Protocol: Scenarios for consideration by national focal points and other
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stakeholders”1, developed by Bioversity International, the ABS Capacity Development Initiative and the
Secretariats of the ITPGRFA and the CBD.

Making plans for mutually supportive implementation
In the fourth session, country representatives for the Nagoya Protocol and for the ITPGRFA worked in
small teams to identify activities that could be integrated in their own country’s national workplans under
the Global ABS Project and potentially outside the context of that project for the mutually supportive
implementation of the ITPGRFA and the Nagoya Protocol.
One member of the Global ABS Project’s coordination team presented the community of practice on ABS that
the project is going to create. Participants confirmed that further work on mutually supportive implementation
as a community of practice would be very useful, and some follow up ideas were discussed, including
organizing webinars for interested project partners in the Global ABS Project with Bioversity International and
the Treaty Secretariat, and circulation of existing resource materials and those currently under development.
The workshop agenda, list of participants, scenarios addressed by small groups and workshop photos
are annexed.

This was an excellent meeting. I acquired
new knowledge about the ITPGRFA and
how to integrate its implementation in the
efforts to implement the Nagoya protocol
in my country. This was new knowledge for
me. Now I am aware of grey areas between
two agreements and how to address them
through legal measures. The meeting was
also an opportunity to strengthen mutual
knowledge and cooperation between the
Ministry of Environment and the National
Center for Agricultural Research and
Extension (NCARE), especially for the
preparation of national legislation for the
implementation of the Nagoya Protocol.
Belal Qtishat, Head of Biodiversity Section, Ministry of
Environment, Nature protection Directorate, Jordan

Back in Kazakhstan after the workshop, a
series of presentations were made within the
Ministry of Environment about the principles
and the processes supporting the mutually
supportive implementation of the Nagoya
Protocol and the International Treaty on Plant
Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture.
The Ministry of Agriculture is currently
considering the advantages of joining the
ITPGRFA, its principles, rules, species covered,
etc. We’re about to set a coordination council
which consist of the three ministry
representatives who will be responsible for
promoting all the issues relate to the ABS,
including for plant genetic resources, along
with other environmental convention ratified by
Kazakhstan. The ABS project team will
continue assisting the Committee on Forestry
and Wildlife to prepare a preliminary concept
for the country to join the ITPGRFA.
Firuz Ibrohimov, Chief Technical Advisor. UNDP Kazakhstan

Available here:
https://www.bioversityinternational.org/fileadmin/user_upload/research/research_portfolio/policies_for_crop/Mutually_supportive_
implementation_scenarios.pdf
1
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FAO Rome, Italy, 21st to 23rd November, 2017

DAY 1: Tuesday, 21st November 2017
8.30

Registration

Opening
9.00

Welcome and opening
Participants’ introductions and expectations
Program overview, adaptation, adoption
Brief Introduction of the UNDP-GEF Global ABS Project

10.30

Coffee break

Setting the scene: The CBD’s Nagoya Protocol, the
ITPGRFA’s multilateral system, the imperative of mutual
supportiveness

Facilitator: Daniele/Tobias/
Alvaro
Kent Nnadozie
All
Isabel López
Alejandro Lago, Fouad Bergigui, Claudio Chiarolla, Anthony
Foronda and Handan Bezci

Facilitator: Claudio Chiarolla

11.00

Video about the ITPGRFA
(Materials:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dSvAe8h6Hds)

11.15

A walk in FAO visiting the rooms where the International
Treaty Governing Body and intersessional working groups
meet with short talks by the Treaty Secretariat regarding
- The Standard Material Transfer Agreement: Its main
components
- Receiving and storing transfer data
- The third party beneficiary
- Farmers’ rights: Treaty provisions, current and future work
- Sustainable use: Treaty provisions, current and future
work.
- The Benefit-sharing fund

12.45

Lunch

14.15

The Nagoya Protocol in a Nutshell

Alejandro Lago

14.35

Mutually supportive implementation in a context of climate
change: methods tested under CGIAR Research Program on
Climate Change, Agriculture and Food Security. Case studies
from selected countries
Facilitated discussion: Why mutually supportive
implementation is important.

Michael Halewood

14.55

15.30

Members of the Treaty Secretariat

Short presentation by Isabel, and then plenary discussion

Coffee break

Current state of national level implementation:
mutually supportive and otherwise– hearing from
national programs PART 1

Facilitator: Isabel Lopez

16.00

Lebanon: Ali Chehade, Lara Samaha
Egypt: Aiman Hamada, Neveen Fattah
Seychelles: Denis Matatiken, Kevin Nancy
Sudan: Magda Abbaker Osman Khamis, Mashaer Obaed

17.20

Presentations about implementation by country
representatives (7 minutes per country, 7 minutes for
questions at the end)
Mini-presentations covering the following topics:
- Existing ABS legislation, under the CBD and the ITPGRFA.
- The state of collaboration between governmental agencies
responsible for implementation of both agreements
- Main challenges faced in relation to implementing ABS laws
in mutually supportive ways
Summary and end of the day

Session facilitator

Day 2: Wednesday, 22nd November 2017
Sharing experiences on mutual supportiveness
9.00

10.30

Facilitator: Anthony

The Joint Programme on Capacity Building for the
Implementation of the ITPGRFA in a mutually supportive
manner with the CBD and the Nagoya Protocol: Experiences
and lessons learnt.
Ensuring coordination among agencies in Uganda
Particular issues addressed to implement the ITPRGFA in
Rwanda (Materials: Decision-making tool, provided prior to
the workshop and available here).

Michael Halewood

Mutually supportive implementation at the local level:
Experiences from Madagascar

Naritiana Rakotoniaina (On Line)

Integrating the Nagoya Protocol and the International Treaty
under a single law in Benin

Sognigbe N’Danikou

John Mulumba Wasswa
Marie Rose Turamwishimiye

Coffee break

Current state of national level implementation:
mutually supportive and otherwise– hearing from
national programs PART 2

Facilitator: Isabel Lopez

11.30

Presentations about implementation by country
representatives (7 minutes per country, 7 minutes for
questions at the end)

12.20

A little quiz in groups.
(Materials: Scenarios, provided prior to the workshop and
available here. Copies of the Treaty, SMTA, provided sur
place.)
Lunch

Myanmar: San Oo.
Comoros: Mohammed Hayria or Hamza Abdou
Kazakhstan: Karibayeba Kuralai or Firuz Ibrohimov
Jordan: Belal Qtishat, Khaled Abulaila
Michael Halewood

12.40

Dealing with grey areas

Facilitator: Michael Halewood

13.45

Working through hypothetical case studies to address grey
areas in policy formulation, implementation and
coordination
(break up groups first, and then presentations and
discussions in plenary)

Group 1: Lebanon (Ali Chehade, Lara Samaha), Egypt (Aiman
Hamada, Neveen Fattah), Jordan (Khalel Abulaila, Belal
Qtishat), Sudan (Magda Abbaker Osman Khamis, Mashaer
Obaed)
Group 2: Myanmar (San Oo), Kazakhstan (Karibayeba Kuralai,
Firuz Ibrohimov), Seychelles (Denis Matatiken, Kevin Nancy),
Comoros (Mohammed Hayria or Hamza Abdou)

15.30
16.00
17.30

Coffee break
Feedback from groups
Summary and end of the session

Session facilitator

Day 3: Thursday, 23rd November 2017
Making plans (cont)
9.00

10.00
10.45
11.00

12.00
12.45
13.00
14.00

Country representatives for the Nagoya Protocol and for
the ITGPRFA work in teams to identify three activities that
can be integrated in the national workplans under the
Global ABS Project for the mutually supportive
implementation of the International Treaty and the Nagoya
Protocol.
National teams share results with plenary
Coffee break
Roundtable from participants on the kinds of
things/support that would help them implement nationally
Global ABS Project team, Bioversity International, Treaty
Secretariat, ABS Capacity Development Initiative (TBC)
share and discuss plans for collaboration.
Introduction of the Community of Practice and South-South
cooperation under the Global ABS Project
Workshop evaluation and closure
Lunch
Free afternoon in Rome

Facilitator: Fouad Bergigui

National programmes of work under the Global ABS Project
Reps from relevant organizations and projects

Skype connection with Alejandro Iberico- UNV coordinator
of component 4, Global ABS Project
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Name

Position

Email address

Country

Sognigbe N'Danikou

Associate Scientist
Bioversity International

r.vodouhe@cgiar.org

Benin

Abdou Azali Hamza

Genral Director of INRAPE
Direction Générale de
l'Environnement

abdouazalihamza@gmail.com

Comoros

Hayria Mohamed

Biodiversity management and
conservation specialist
Direction Générale de
l'Environnement

hayriamohamed@yahoo.fr

Comoros

Ayman Hamada

Director-General of Species Diversity
Ministry of State for Environmental
Affairs.
Biodiversity Central Department,
Nature Conservation Sector.

aymanhamada@yahoo.com

Egypt

Neveen Abdel Fattah
Hassan

Director of National Gene Bank of
Egypt
Ministry of Agriculture and Land
Reclamation

niveen2020@hotmail.com

Egypt

Francisco Lopez

Officer
Secretariat of the ITPGRFA
Research assistant
Bioversity International
Officer
Secretariat of the ITPGRFA
Head
Bioversity International
Policy Group.

Gaia Gullotta
Mario Marino
Michael Halewood

Italy
Italy
Italy
m.halewood@cgiar.org

Italy

Belal Qtishat

Head of Biodiversity Section
Ministry of Environment, Nature
Protection Directorate

bqtishat@yahoo.com

Jordan

Khaled Abulaila

Researcher and plant herbarium
curator
National Center for Agricultural
Research and Extension

kabulaila@gmail.com

Jordan

Firuz Ibrohimov

Chief Technical Advisor
UNDP Kazakhstan

firuz.ibrohimov@undp.org

Kazakhstan

Karibayeva Kuralay

Director
Institute of Ecology and sustainable
Development

kkaribayeva@mail.ru

Kazakhstan

Ali Chehade

Head
Lebanese Agricultural Research
Institute (LARI).
Department of Plant Biotechnology
Head
Ministry of Environment. Department
of Ecosystems.

alichehade@hotmail.com

Lebanon

L.Samaha@moe.gov.lb

Lebanon

Lara Samaha

Mariana Yazbek
Naritiana Rakotoniaina
(online)
Khun Min Min Htike

Genebank Manager
ICARDA

m.yazbek@cgiar.org

Lebanon
Madagascar

Staff Officer
Ministry of Natural Resources and
Environmental Conservation.
Environmental Conservation
Department

khunminminhtike@gmail.com

Myanmar

San Oo

Director
Ministry of Natural Resources and
Environmental Conservation.
Environmental Conservation
Department

sthandaroo@gmail.com

Myanmar

Alejandro Iberico
(online)
Alejandro Lago

Officer
UNDP Global ABS Project
Global coordinator
UNDP Global ABS Project

Anthony Foronda

Panama
alejandro.lago@undp.org

Panama

Regional Technical Advisor
UNDP Global ABS Project

anthony.foronda@undp.org

Phillipines

Marie Rose
Turamwishimiye

Professor
University of Rwanda
School of Law, College of Arts and
Social Sciences

rosieshimiye4@gmail.com

Rwanda

Denis Matatiken

Special Advisor to the Minister
Ministry of Environment, Energy and
Climate Change.

dmatatiken@env.gov.sc
denis_matatiken@hotmail.com

Seychelles

Keven Selwin Nancy

Principal Officer (Director) Seychelles
Agricultural Agency. Research and
Development Section.

kvenanc@yahoo.com

Seychelles

Isabel Lopez Noriega

Policy Specialist
Bioversity International

i.lopez@cgiar.org

Spain

Magda Abbaker Osman
Khamis

National Research for Research

osmanmagi215@gmail.com

Sudan

Mashaer Obaed Yousif
Goda

Research scientist
Agricultural Research Corporation
Agricultural Plant Genetic Resources
Conservation and Research Center

mashaer_goda@yahoo.com

Sudan

Claudio Chiarolla

Regional Technical Advisor
UNDP Global ABS Project

claudio.chiarolla@undp.org

Turkey

Handan Bezci

Administrative assistance
UNDP Regional Office in Istanbul

handan.bezci@undp.org

Turkey

Mohamed Fouad
Bergigui

Regional Technical Advisor
UNDP Global ABS Project

fouad.bergigui@undp.org

Turkey

John Mulumba Wasswa

Head
National Agricultural Research
Organization (NARO).
Genetic Resource Department

jwmulumba@yahoo.com

Uganda
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

For further information about the workshop,
or about published resource materials or
possible future trainings, please contact:
Isabel Lopez (I.lopez@cgiar.org)
Alejandro Lago (Alejandro.lago@undp.org)
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