Enhancing the link between in situ conservation
and use of crop wild relatives (CWR) in the
SADC region to underpin regional food security
and mitigate predicted adverse impact
of climate change

What are crop wild relatives (CWR)?
CWR are species closely related to
crops (including crop progenitors) and
are potential sources of traits beneficial
to crops, such as pest or disease
resistance, yield improvement or stability
in changing environmental conditions.

The context
Farmers in developing countries are
regularly facing food shortages as a result
of significant climate uncertainty. They use
locally available and indigenous varieties,
but those may no longer be sufficient to
meet their needs. Farmers will need to have
access to crop varieties that are better
adapted to the new climate scenarios.
CWR provide a source of traits adapted
to various and harsher environmental
conditions. The effective use of this
diversity can greatly enhance the adaptive
capacity of farmers to cope with climate
change in marginal areas and prevent them
from falling deeper into poverty.
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